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The Background

Andersonville neighborhood. It opened in 1937 as the first coed high

school in the Archdiocese. SGHS has always been one of Chicago’s
smaller high schools with enrollment peaking at slightly more than 500 in 1973
and for the last three years has held steady at approximately 175. The educa-
tional, national and religious diversity of the student body is what makes SGHS
truly unique among Chicago Catholic high schools. Students come from over
100 elementary schools and represent 31 countries. 55% are Catholic with the
balance representing almost every Christian denomination as well as Buddhist,
Muslim and Jewish students. Its smaller size and reputation for caring faculty
who provide individual attention as well as the development of the Learning
Resource Program (LRP) over the last twenty-five years have made it the ideal
environment for students with a wide range of abilities.

S t. Gregory the Great High School is located in the Edgewater/

The LRP serves approximately 1/3 of the student body who have mild to moder-
ate learning disabilities. It is directed by a certified special education teacher

and a corps of support staff. A full time Title One teacher ensures that accommo-
dations are available to students in need. Approximately 20 students are from
group homes such as Mercy Home, Uhlich and Lawrence Hall. St. Gregory also
admits students at anytime during the year provided there is an appropriate
program for them.

St. Gregory is valued for its individualized academic program and its commitment
to diversity. With the LRP placed within a college preparatory environment, all

students are challenged to achieve their potential. Each year approximately 90%
of graduates go on to colleges, universities and post-secondary education.



In a caring, structured environment, empowered by Gospel values and rooted in the spirit and tradition
of its Catholic faith, St. Gregory the Great High School challenges students of diverse backgrounds:

e To develop their intellectual, spiritual, social and physical potential

e To become advocates for their own success

e To develop a life-long commitment to service

e To value diversity and respect themselves, others and the community

The Identity

St. Gregory is unique in:

e Class instruction that meets the individual needs of each student

e Providing an inclusive college preparatory environment for students of all abilities

e Providing a comprehensive, mainstream program for students with learning disabilities. Founded in
1982 as the first such program in the Chicago Archdiocese, the Learning Resource Program (LRP)
successfully serves a population representing 33% of the total student body

e Accepting transfer students at anytime during the year provided an appropriate program is available.

e Serving a number of social service agencies that recognize that their students have the best chance
for success in the St. Gregory environment (e.g. Mercy Home for Boys, Lawrence Hall)

e Providing a diverse academic, cultural, religious and economic environment

e Welcoming international students through the English Language Learner (ELL) Program

e Offering career preparation and work experience through the Protégé Internship Program

The Need

Even with its seventy two year history at the corner of Bryn Mawr and Paulina, research indicates that
St. Gregory’s name recognition is limited yet its mission is unique among Chicago Catholic high schools.
Because of the LRP and the policy of accepting transfer students at any time of the year, SGHS is a
school that meets the needs of at-risk students as well as students seeking their first chance at success.
Parents discover the LRP through referrals by other parents, Catholic and public school principals and
counselors and Chicago’s Office of Catholic Schools. Unless their student needs the LRP, most parents
seek high profile schools in spite of the fact that St. Gregory may be a perfect fit for their son or daugh-
ter. Approximately 90% of graduates go on to post secondary education with the balance joining the
military or entering the work force. A strong support staff of two full-time and two part-time counselors
guides all students in making appropriate choices for their future.



Goal One: Build new networks to share the mission of St. Gregory the Great High School
- Increase Board membership, engage parent groups, gain city-wide exposure

Goal Two: Secure Financial Aid for families in need
- 62%o0f students live at or below the poverty line

The Statistics

e Established: 1937 as a parish high school of the Archdiocese of Chicago
e  Current enrollment: approximately 175
e Student body: 75% male 25% female
29% Hispanic 20% Caucasian  34% African American
6% Asian American 6% International 5% Multi-racial
Full time faculty and staff: 27
Faculty and staff qualifications: 90% hold or are completing advanced degrees
Student/teacher Ratio: 16:1
Four x four block schedule with 85 minute blocks
Graduation requirements: 31 credits
Motto: Christus Urget Nos (Christ motivates us)
Mascot: Greyhound
Colors: red, white and blue
$250,000 need-based financial assistance available
100% of students receive financial assistance
Tuition: $7,100
Cost to educate: $10,090
7,131 graduates
89% of graduates go on to post secondary education
Colleges and universities accepting classes of 2007 and 2008 (see list below)

SGHS has been accredited by the North Central Association since 1941 and also has full recognition
from the lllinois State Board of Education. In addition it is a member of the Illinois High School Associa-
tion and the National Catholic Education Association.

Colleges and Universities Accepting the Classes of 2007 and 2008

Adrian College

Cleveland State University
DeVry University

Elmhurst College

lowa Wesleyan College
Lincoln College of Technology
Malcolm X College

Northern lllinois University
North Park University

Purdue University

St. Xavier University

Truman College

University of lowa

University of Notre Dame
Washtenaw Community College

Ball State University
Columbia College Chicago
Eastern Illinois University
Harold Washington College
Kendall College

Loras College

Murray State University
Northeastern lllinois University
Oakton Community College
Robert Morris College
Southern lllinois University
University of lllinois Chicago
University of Minnesota
University of Wisconsin
Western lllinois University

Chicago State University
Concordia University
East West University
lllinois Institute of Art
Lewis University

Loyola University Chicago
Moraine Valley College
North Central College
Pivot Point International
Roosevelt University
Triton College

University of lllinois
University of Missouri
Upper lowa University
Wilbur Wright College
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HIGH SCHOOL

1677 West Bryn Mawr
Chicago - IL - 60660

Phone 773-907-2100

Fax 773-907-2120

Web www.stgregory.org .

E-mail info@stgregory.org Wherever you want to go, you can get there from here!
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